NEWS BULLETIN


      
February 2012                                                          GOOD BEGINNINGS SCHOOL 

"The greatest happiness of life is the conviction that we are loved - loved for ourselves, or rather, loved in spite of ourselves." ~ Victor Hugo 
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    HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!   [image: image2.jpg]



SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION

 Registration forms for summer camp have been sent to your email box and they are now available on our web site at www.goodbeginningsschool.com . We are hoping to finalize our in house registration for this so that we know what kind of spaces are available for inquiring families not currently enrolled. To guarantee placement before we open registration to outside inquiries, please submit the registration addendum form including Activity fee and camp shirt payment. Please turn in forms to hold your space by Friday, February 17th.   If you already have a purple GBS field trip shirt a new purchase is not required.  Every Monday is Spirit Day so it is important that each camper wear their shirt on these days.  We celebrate the day with a Popsicle; so it’s vital to remember to wear the shirt on Mondays to get the treat!!  Remember that camp shirts are required for all field trips.  Please also let us know of your vacation plans as soon as possible.  This will help us determine our staffing needs.  Thank you!
EARLY FALL REGISTRATION 


Young Preschool and Preschool classes will be receiving early fall pre-registration information shortly. Please be kind to give immediate attention to this as we will be opening registration to our wait list and outside inquiries the next couple of weeks.  Please submit your intent to enroll form with the appropriate deposit by February 29th to guarantee your reservation for next year.

GBS has our own full-day, private kindergarten class. Junior Kindergarten parents have already received important information regarding Kindergarten registration.  Mid term assessments for junior-kindergarteners has been completed.  All intent to enroll pre-registration forms should have already been turned in.
“PENNIES” FOR LEUKEMIA & LYMPHOMA SOCIETY


February 6th through February 24th we will be participating in our annual Pennies for Patients drive.  Students (and Parents) are encouraged to contribute spare change to help other children with leukemia.  Spare change – not just pennies- really adds up.  The boxes will be set up in each classroom.  The class who brings in the most change will earn a pizza party!  Take a look! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r_SC_uR2Na4&feature=player_embedded

Research funded by the Society helps improve cancer patient’s quality of life each year.  Today, almost all children with acute lymphocyte leukemia are cured.  In 1960, the survival rate was 4%. Over 1,000 patients are currently being treated in the Washington, DC area, including Mrs. McMahon’s young grandson, Jack, who was diagnosed shortly after his third birthday 2 years ago September.  His picture is attached to the poster in the foyer.  Leukemia remains the number one child-killing disease among children.  We are happy to participate in this cause.  If you prefer to write a check, please make it out to The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.  There is also another convenient opportunity to give on line as well – you will be able to designate the classroom you wish to receive “credit” for the donation. All donations are tax deductible. Here is the link for this purpose: http://nca.sy.llsevent.org/GoodBeginningsSchool 

Will you help?  Thanks!!

BOX TOP CONTEST
 
We have begun our annual collections contest for Box Tops this month.  On February 29 the Box Tops will be counted and the classroom with the most Box Tops will earn an ice cream sundae party with all the fixings! Each student will receive an Award Certificate for their efforts! So let the races continue!! Get busy and bring them in to your child’s classroom and put them in the special collection box.
SPECIAL VISITOR

Every year (for the past 5 years) around this time we usually have the delightful privilege to host a Japanese Intern for a few weeks.  Her name is Sayuri Miura, and she will be with us from February 13 through March 7. These university students usually major in multicultural studies and part of their program is to come to the United States to learn about the purpose, procedures and value of volunteerism – which is something that is not very common in Japan.  At all times she will be under the supervision of one of our staff.  She will likely spend the first week simply observing and then slowly be able to offer a helping hand in any given area.  Again, she will be monitored and under direct supervision at all times. We want to be sure to give her a warm GBS welcome when she comes.
REMINDERS
1.  IF we EVER have snow this year….we follow Fairfax County Public School first day of closing.  You will receive notification via email and we will also post the notice to our web site at www.goodbeginningsschool.com  Please watch or listen to your local TV or radio station for the closing or delay report.  You can also go online to www.wtop.com and follow the links for this as well. When schools open one hour late, GBS will open on time (7:00).  When schools open two hours late, GBS will open one hour late (8:00), for before school care and to allow for the safe arrival of our opening teachers.  All half-day programs will begin on time.  In case of consecutive day’s closings, we will make every effort to open the days following the first day of closing, however, please make certain to check the web site to be sure.    Thank you for your support.
2. Make sure that we have enough weather appropriate back up clothes in your child’s classroom.

3. For students who nap here, it is required to have two linens – one to cover the cot (fitted crib sized sheet) and another to cover the child.  They are taken home every Friday for laundering and returned every MONDAY for use in the week.

4. Please arrive on time for your class.  We are quickly approaching the last lap around your child’s academic curriculum – we want all students to finish strong.  Prompt attendance is essential and makes a big difference!
5. As you are aware, Good Beginnings School follows Fairfax County Public School schedule for holiday closings.  This year, GBS will be closed for Spring Break April 2nd – 6th.  

6. Please be considerate of others when coming to park around the circle when dropping or picking up your child.  If you arrive and are the first on the circle, please pull your car to the end of the circle so that the next person coming in can pull in right behind you, etc…thank you for considering others too!
DATES TO REMEMBER
February 2

Mrs. Naik’s class field trip to Pediatric Dentist, after lunch

February 6-24

Pennies for Leukemia Campaign (Any spare change is appreciated)

February 7

In House Guest: Jocelyn Hsu on Nutrition
Feb.13-Mar 7
Japanese Intern

February 14
Valentine’s Day classroom parties (sign up sheet for goodies and party time to be posted on your child’s classroom)

February 17

Summer Camp registration deadline

February 17

Ms Napier’s class to Skate Quest for Ice Art & Story (wear snow 




suits, boots, helmets

February 20
GBS CLOSED - PRESIDENT’S DAY 

February 24
BOX TOPS collections contest ends!

February 29

Early Fall Registration Ends 
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